Mice transgenic for human TTR have the same frequency of renal TTR deposition whether maintained in conventional or specific pathogen free environments.
Mice transgenic for many copies of the human wild type transthyretin gene were bred and maintained in a specific pathogen free environment until twelve months of age. At that time, half the animals were moved to a conventional animal facility. The incidence of both transthyretin and AA amyloid was the same in both groups at two years of age, indicating that in this model, the frequency, extent or nature of TTR-amyloid deposition did not differ significantly between conventional and specific pathogen-free environments.